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About the Requiem

This work was designed not only to live well in the concert hall, but also to
transition into the church sanctuary. The composer's trademark cinematic
moments, soaring choral melodies, and impressionistic chord structures
will highlight the vulnerable humanity that has become synonymous with
her writings. This work is a combination of traditional Latin and English,
with references to Scripture and hymn texts. Commissioned in honor of
those lost during COVID, Requiem was written to bring hope and healing to
all who have experienced loss.

Program

No Time Susan Brumfield

Nearer, My God, to Thee arr. James L. Stevens
Christian Vega, soloist

Newberry College Singers
Jonathan Hall, conductor
Allison Hilbish, accompanist



Requiem

by Heather Sorenson

l. Introit

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine
(Rest eternal, grant to them, O Lord,)

Et lux perpetua luceat eis.

(And let perpetual light shine upon them.)
A hymn, O God, becomes Thee in Zion.

(Te decet hymnus, Deus in Sion,)

Et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem

(A vow shall be paid to Thee in Jerusalem.)
Lord, hear my prayer.

All flesh shall come to Thee.

Il. Kyrie

Kyrie Eleison,

(Lord, have mercy,)

Have mercy on me, Lord.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For they shall inherit Heaven.

Blessed are the children who are scorned,
For they shall be held in Your embrace.
Blessed are the families without homes.
And blessed are those who mourn.



I1l. Sanctus

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,

(Holy, Holy, Holy,)

Dominus Deus Sabaoth

(Lord God of Hosts.)

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua
(Heaven and earth are full of your glory)
Hosanna in excelsis!

(Hosanna in the highest!)

IV. Pie Jesu

Pie Jesu, Domine, Pie Jesu, dona eis requiem
(Merciful Lord Jesus, grant them rest)

Into your hands, O Lord,

We commit the souls of those we love.

Pie Jesu.

(The audience is invited to join the choir in whispered
prayers here as a part of the composition. A handbell
indicates the beginning and ending of the whispered

prayers.)

V. Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi

(Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world)
Behold the Lamb of God

who taketh away the sins of the world.

Behold your God, behold your King.

Behold the Lamb, behold the GREAT | AM.

*Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God,
shouldst die for me?

*And Can It Be? Words by Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788)



VI. Psalmus

| lift my eyes to the hills from where my help is come,
my help cometh from the Lord,

who made the heavens and the earth.

He will not slumber, the Lord will not sleep.

The Lord is my Shepherd. Even in death.

He is faithful, my soul to keep.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of death,

He will guide me. | will fear no harm.

| will not fear for He is near.

*Paraphrase from Psalms 123 and 23.

VII. Lux Aeterna

Lux aeterna luceat is.

(May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord.)

They shall shine like the stars in heaven,

They shall shine like stars on a moonless night.

They shall shine with the flame of the Father’s love.

Lux aeterna, cum sanctis tuis.

(May light eternal shine upon them with Your saints forever.)

VIIl. Benedictus
Stayed upon Jehovah, Dona eis requiem

(God grant us rest)
Like a river glorious is God’s perfect peace. Over all victorious in its
bright increase. Perfect yet it floweth every day. It groweth deeper,
fuller all the way. Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blessed.
Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest. Hidden in the hollow
of His blessed hand, never foe can follow, never traitor stand. We may
trust him fully, all for us to do; And they who trust Him wholly, find Him
wholly true.

*Incorporating “Like a River Glorious,”
words by Frances R. Havergal (1836 - 1879)
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